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OUR NEIGHBORHOOD

Think of a solar system as a neighborhood, or a part of a town. All solar systems
have a central star. Our central star is the sun. Eight planets orbit, or circle, the sun at
different distances from it and at different speeds. The sun is a super-hot, super-dense
ball of gas. It is the largest and hottest object in our solar system. It provides light and
heat to all the planets in our solar system.

The Inner Planets

The first group of planets in our solar system, includes the four planets closest
to the sun: Mercury, Venus, Earth and Mars. Mercury, the smallest planet, is closest to
the sun. Venus is the second planet. It's Earth’s closest neighbor and the hottest planet
in the solar system! The third planet is Earth. Earth is 93 million miles away from the
sun—the perfect distance. On Earth the temperature is just right. Water can stay in its
liquid state. That's important because all living things need water. The fourth and last
inner planet is Mars. Bits of frozen water have been found on Mars. Scientists think this
means there could have once been life on Mars.

The QOuter Planets

The next four planets in our solar system, the outer planets, are Jupiter, Saturn,
Uranus, and Neptune. A belt of asteroids separates them from the four inner planets.
All of these planets are “Gas Giants.” That means they are mostly made of gases and
liquids. Jupiter is the biggest planet in our solar system. It has more than 50 moons!
Saturn is best known for its rings. It also has a lot of moons, 53 to be exact. The
seventh planet in our solar system is Uranus. The eighth planet is Neptune. Uranus
and Neptune are sometimes called “Ice Giants” because they are mostly made of ice.
They are also both blue. Temperatures on these planets are extremely cold.
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PLANETS BY THE NUMBERS

Planet ‘ Size ‘ Average Temperature ‘ Moons
800°F
Mercury ¢ — 0
0
864°F
Venus ¢ —— 0
0
61°F
0
-67°F
Mars ¢ = N 2
0
Asteroid Belt
Y- -234°F
Jupiter & D YEN—— > 53
= x 1,300 0
. -288°F -
aturn & D <«———— | >
= x /64 0
Y- -357°F
Uranus pa— > 27
= x 17 0
Neptune > 13
x 17
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